Advanced Placement* Description and Contract

Course Title: Spanish AP* Language—Middle School
What is AP Spanish?


The purpose for College Board Advanced Placement courses is to prepare students for college work and/or AP exams that give students the opportunity to receive college credit.  By offering this course at the Middle School, native speakers of Spanish will acquire the skills they need to succeed both in high school and in college.  This course has been designed to prepare students in both content mastery and test-taking strategy skills to enhance successful academic performance.  It will also help students learn more about their culture, become task-oriented, be proficient at an advanced level in language skills, and be able to prioritize their time. 


AP courses are different from the regular courses in that they are taught with college curricula and college-level materials. Other characteristics of AP courses include content depth, a faster pace, and performance evaluated on the basis of higher-level thinking skills. 

Reasons to participate in the Spanish AP Program at the Middle School:
1. to enable students to perform at a higher level of proficiency

2. to enable students to learn to write more complex and mature compositions

3. to help students to develop independent analytical reasoning skills

4. to help students to develop disciplined study habits appropriate for continued success at the college level

5. to enable students to read more challenging literature to prepare them for the Spanish AP Literature class in high school.  Students will be introduced to a new list of AP authors

Entering the AP Program:
1. A placement test will be administered in May to all 7th graders to select the students that are eligible for the AP class.

2. The selected students will be required to attend a Spanish AP Summer Academy to give them an intensive overview of Spanish Grammar.

3. In case a student cannot be in the Summer Academy, he/she is responsible for informing the teacher ahead of time and completing all the lessons on their own.  In order to be in the AP class in August, the summer lessons must be turned in.

4. Throughout the school year, students will be required to attend after school academies and Saturday academies in order to complete the rigorous curriculum

	*AP, Advanced Placement Program, and Pre-AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which was not involved in the production of nor does it endorse this product.


Benefits of the AP class at the Middle School:
1. The students that pass the class and get a 3, 4, or 5 in the May AP Exam will receive 3 high school credits

2. The students that get a 3, 4, or 5 in the AP Exam will get college credit that varies depending on the university.

3. Students will participate in several field trips to different universities and important sites in San Antonio and Austin.

4. Students will be able to attend the PASF convention in San Antonio if they are passing all their classes and behave satisfactorily.

Student, Parent, and Teacher Responsibilities:
Student: I agree to organize my time and effort to successfully complete the Spanish AP 

Language course.  I will do my own work and not take shortcuts to learning. I 

understand that I must follow class rules and be respectful to myself and others.  I agree to make a commitment after finishing this class to continue with the two classes of AP Literature at the high school.

Parent: I agree to be familiar with the Spanish AP course requirements and to help my 

son/daughter organize study time in support of class assignments.  I will attend any parent meeting in order to learn more about what AP is all about.  I will be actively involved in my child’s education because I understand that his/her future depends on it.  I will notify the teacher immediately of any concerns that I have relating to the AP class or my child’s progress.  I also agree that this is the first of three Spanish classes that my son/daughter is required to take.

Teacher: I agree to teach the Spanish AP Language class at a College Level and pace as 

recommended by the College Board.  Parents will be notified of assigned homework and assessments.

Thank you for reading the AP Spanish description. We look forward to working together with you to ensure the academic success of your child.  Please sign below after reading the description and responsibilities and then return this page to your child’s AP Spanish teacher as soon as possible.

I understand the concept of the AP Spanish Program and agree to the commitments that are necessary for success in this course.

Student Signature___________________________________
Date______________

Parent Signature____________________________________
Date______________

Teacher Signature___________________________________
Date______________

Spanish AP Class Contract


I _____________________________________________________ agree to bring my binder everyday to class with my school materials.  I know I have to write all my work in my table of assignments.  I will always keep my binder clean and organized.  At the end of each six weeks I have to turn in my binder so that the teacher may grade it.  I understand that I will keep my daily average in my table of assignments and also that I will be graded for having all my work in my binder: 25% and 25% of my final grade.  If for any reason I do not have my binder, I will have to do all my assignments, quizzes, and projects, and if for any reason I do not do them, the teacher will contact my parents to discuss the problem.  When I must miss school for any reason, I will inform the teacher in advance so that she may give me the work when I come back, or I will stop by before of after class to pick it up.  If I do no do it, I will get a “0” in the missed assignments.  Furthermore, for everyday that my work is late, the teacher will deduct 10 points.  If this happens more than once, the teacher will contact my parents and will have a conference with them.

I also agree to behave accordingly, as an educated student of ______________________.  I will always follow the 12 class rules.  I will always try not to humiliate my peers as I understand that “peace is respect to others’ rights.”  When a visitor comes to our room, I will continue doing my work quietly and I will not make inappropriate comments.

And if the teacher takes us in a school trip, I promise to behave and follow the teacher’s instructions.

____________________________________________

__________________



Student Signature





   Date

Spanish Class Rules

1. Always be on time.

2. Come prepared to class.

3. Sharpen your pencils before class.

4. Eating is not allowed in the classroom.

5. No passes to leave the classroom will be given.

6. Always raise your hand before speaking up.

7. Speak Spanish at all times inside the classroom.

8. No foul language will be tolerated.

9. Use “please” and “thank you” as much as possible.

10. Be seated at all times.

11. Always follow the teacher’s instructions.

12. At the end of class, remain seated until the teacher releases you.

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

1. Name: ___________________________________________________________

2. Nickname: (if none, specify) __________________________________________

3. D.O.B: _____________ _______,  19_______

4. Age: _______________

5. Birthplace: ________________________________________________________

6. Residence: 

a. Physical Address_____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

b. Mailing Address______________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

7. Parents:

a. Mother:_________________________________________________________

b. Father: _________________________________________________________

c. Guardian: (if applicable) ___________________________________________

8. Phone Number (please specify if home or work):

a. (    ) ____________ - ______________________________

b. (    ) ____________ - ______________________________

9. Class Schedule:

	Period
	Subject
	Teacher
	Room #

	1st period
	
	
	

	2nd period
	
	
	

	3rd period
	
	
	

	4th period
	
	
	

	5th period
	
	
	

	6th period
	
	
	

	7th period
	
	
	

	Tutorial
	
	
	


10. List any extracurricular activities or clubs you might join this year:

a. ____________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________

d. ____________________________________________________________

11. Date of Enrollment: _________________________________________________

