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DATE
Item:
Approve change in School Board Policy EHA, (F.11.b) by adding the following sentences:


Upon completion of a one credit high school course in a foreign language a student will be awarded a second foreign language credit for receiving a score of 3 or higher on the Advanced Placement language exam in the same language.  AP Exam scores will be assigned grades as follows:

· a score of 3 earns an 86,

· a score of 4 earns a 93, and

· a score of 5 earns a 100.

Overview:
The College Board has indicated that it will allow students to take the foreign language exam at the end of the eighth grade year.  TEA has stated that districts may have a policy that gives credit for a second year of language if a student scores a 3 or better on the exam.  The district currently has obtained site codes and is going to be testing approximately 70 eighth graders.

Rationale:
The change in board policy will allow NAME OF DISTRICT students the opportunity to earn credit for two years of a foreign language by successfully passing an AP foreign language exam.  Currently, the Spanish Language exam is the district’s most successful exam; in 2000 the district total passing rate was 92.9%.  The policy change, however, would apply to any AP foreign language exam.  The opportunity for students to earn two credits by successful completion of the AP exam will also increase the number of district Distinguished Achievement Program graduates. The awarding of credit promotes the district’s vision of preparing all students to be bilingual and to be successful in college.

The board considered and approved this policy change on DATE.  However, during this time the district was attempting to revise all policies and as a result of this effort this adoption was not included in written policy.

Funding:
N/A

Recommendation:
Approve change in School Board Policy EHA, (F.11.b) by adding the following 




sentences:




Upon completion of a one credit high school course in a foreign language a 




student will be awarded a foreign language credit for receiving a score of 3 or 




higher on the Advanced Placement language test in the same language.  AP

 


Exam scores will be assigned grades as follows:

· a score of 3 earns an 86,

· a score of 4 earns a 93, and

· a score of 5 earns a 100.

Point of Contact:
NAME, TITLE
	*AP, Advanced Placement Program, and Pre-AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which was not involved in the production of nor does it endorse this product.


School Board Policy EHA, p.16-17
11.  Award of Credit

a. All credit for graduation must be earned no later than Grade 12. Credit for courses for high school graduation may be earned only if the student received a grade which is equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100, based upon course-level, grade level standards.

b. The District may offer courses designated for Grades 9-12 in earlier grade levels. A course must be considered completed and credit must be awarded if the student has demonstrated achievement by meeting the standard requirements of the course, including demonstrated proficiency in the subject matter, regardless of the time the student has received instruction in the course or the grade level at which proficiency was attained. The academic achievement recorded will reflect that the student has satisfactorily completed course(s) at earlier grade levels than Grades 9-12 and has been awarded state graduation credits(s).  Upon completion of a one credit high school course in a foreign language a student will be awarded a second foreign language credit for receiving a score of 3 or higher on the Advanced Placement language test in the same language.
c. Credit earned toward state graduation requirements by a student in an accredited Texas school district must be accepted. A campus may not prohibit a new student from attending school pending receipt of records. Credit earned in a local-credit course in the former school district may be transferred only with the consent of NAME OF DISTRICT.
