
Texas Middle School Program for AP* Spanish
Common Questions and Answers
The following are some basic questions and answers to orient educators to the Texas Middle School Program for AP* Spanish. More detailed explanations are provided in the Guide for Program Implementation, which can be downloaded from the program website (www.teamiddleschoolspanish.org).

1. Who is eligible for the program?  

This program is specifically designed for students at the eighth-grade level who are native speakers of Spanish or who have an advanced level of proficiency in Spanish. Language fluency is necessary because of the advanced level of the course.  
2. Is the AP Spanish Language middle school course different from the high school AP Spanish Language course? What about the exam?
No. Both courses follow the suggested College Board curriculum in addition to the local Spanish IV 

curriculum. The course must also include the Level IV Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English (TEKS for LOTE). Any differences between the middle and high school courses will be the use of age-appropriate activities provided by the teacher. The eighth-grade students take the same AP exam that high school students do.
3. Does a school need an existing middle school Spanish program to implement the eighth-grade AP Spanish Language program?

No. A school does not need an existing middle school Spanish program to implement the AP Spanish Language middle school course. However, campuses are encouraged to undertake a full year of program planning, staff development, and curriculum development before implementing the course. In addition, campuses are encouraged to build a full middle school program that includes a pre-AP Spanish course to better prepare students for the AP course.
4. Are there state-adopted textbooks and special instructional materials for this course?
Beginning with the 2005-06 school year, there will be new Spanish IV/AP Language textbooks available from the state. The middle school can use the high school AP Spanish Language textbook. In addition, the College Board has a course CD-ROM available in addition to other study materials, such as released exams, that can be purchased for student practice. Most major publishers also offer a variety of AP instructional materials that schools can purchase.

5. Which PEIMS numbers should be used for the pre-AP and AP courses?
TEA does not assign PEIMS numbers for pre-AP Languages Other Than English (LOTE) courses; however, the district can designate a course as pre-AP at the local level. There are specific numbers for middle school Spanish I, II, and III, and the PEIMS number used for the high school AP Spanish Language course can be used for the middle school course. The following are the appropriate PEIMS numbers:
MS Spanish I—03443000 
MS Spanish II—03443100
MS Spanish III—03443200

MS AP Spanish Language—A3440100
	*AP, Advanced Placement Program, and Pre-AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which does not endorse nor was it involved in the production of this product.


6. How are students identified and selected for participation in the course?
Again, this is a local decision. Some selection processes used by pilot and scale-up schools include the following. If a district already has a middle school Spanish program, sixth- and seventh-grade Spanish teachers can identify students for participation in the course. English as a Second Language (ESL) teachers can also identify LEP students and other Spanish-speaking students for participation. Finally, a special survey can be administered through one of the content areas to identify any remaining students. For more information, refer to the booklet Español para el hispanohablante, a publication available through TEA or on the web at http://www.sedl.org/loteced/products/hispanohablantes.html.
Once an initial pool of students is identified, a placement exam can be administered to determine student language proficiency levels. Refer to the Implementation Guide and Español para el hispanohablante for examples.

7. Do middle school students who complete the AP Spanish Language course receive high school credit, and does it count towards graduation?
Yes. Students participating in the course are eligible for high school credit. Texas Administrative Code 74.26 (b) (c) allows districts to offer high school courses in earlier grades. The code states that students receive credit if “the student has demonstrated proficiency by meeting the standard requirements of the course including demonstrated proficiency in the subject area … and the student has earned a grade of 70.”
8. Is this course included in the calculation of the grade point average (GPA) for the student, and does the student receive extra points for the honors/AP course?
Policies regarding calculation of GPA and awarding extra points for the course are local decisions.
9. Since participating students essentially start their language study with Spanish IV, are they skipping Spanish I, II, and III?
Because the TEKS are based on proficiency levels, students successfully completing the AP Spanish Language course, which is Spanish IV, have thus demonstrated proficiency for Spanish I, II, and III. Texas graduation requirements state that levels I and II of LOTE should be completed for the Recommended High School Program, and levels I, II, and III should be completed for the Distinguished Achievement Program. In order for the student to receive credit for Spanish I, II, and III, the district can:

· administer a credit by exam for each level skipped, or
· develop local policy approved by the school board regarding the automatic award of credits for lower-level courses skipped when an upper-level course is successfully completed.
Districts are encouraged to develop fair policies that meet state law and that do not require higher or more rigorous passing standards for these students.

10. Will credit that students earn in middle school on the AP exam count as an advanced measure for the Distinguished Achievement Program?
Absolutely. Advanced measures are not restricted to grades 9-12.

11. Will universities award students college credit for scoring a 3 or above on the AP exam?
Each institution of higher education has its own policy for the award of college credits for AP scores, but many colleges and universities offer college credit for scores of 3 or above. Some offer credit for scores of 2. It is important to note that some universities do not accept scores that are more than five years old. However, if the student continues with AP Spanish Literature in high school and takes the exam, total credits awarded for the AP Spanish Literature course at most colleges and universities include the amount of credits that the student earned for the AP Spanish Language in eighth grade. The student also has the option of retaking the AP Spanish Language exam in high school, as students do not have to be enrolled in the course in order to take the exam.  
12. Which district and campus staff should be involved in the implementation of this program?
The administrator(s) in charge of the LOTE and Advanced Academics programs at the district level should be active participants in the implementation and direction of the program. At the middle school and high school campus levels, an administrator at each campus should be designated as the lead person to work with the Spanish teacher(s), counselors, and LOTE department coordinators. The goal should be to establish a well-articulated Spanish program at both the middle and high school levels.

13. What is the role of the parents of students in this program?
Parents are an integral part of this program. Several parent meetings should be held to provide information about the program, including the course objectives and requirements, the student selection process, and the parent’s role as the principal support system for the child at home. Parents can also be involved in school activities or cultural programs associated with the course.
14. What are the budget considerations for a campus that wishes to implement this program?
If there is no current Spanish program on the campus, the campus will need to consider the costs of an FTE, or full-time teaching unit. Funds should also cover the cost of additional instructional materials not provided by the state, including AP training for the teacher, curriculum development, other staff development, travel to conferences, and enough tape recorders for each student enrolled in the course.
15. What staff development is appropriate for the teacher teaching this course?
The College Board offers a five-day training session for AP Spanish Language teachers. Training reimbursement is offered through the Texas AP/IB Incentive Program. Workshops on teaching Spanish to Spanish speakers could also give teachers specific instructional methodologies for this student group.
16. Can the AP Spanish Literature course be offered over two years?

The AP Spanish Literature course can be offered over two years. If the course is split in half with the first half taught in ninth grade and the second half taught in tenth, the students will only receive one-half credit per year. However, the district can be creative and offer a Spanish V honors or pre-AP course in ninth grade that introduces the students to the AP Literature course and then offer the Spanish V AP Spanish Literature course in tenth grade. In this manner, the students receive two credits, as each one of the courses has a separate PEIMS number.
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